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News from the Management Committee  
 

Covid 

It is hard to determine what is the most important piece of news during these days of Covid. Probably the most 
pressing is that all players must provide evidence that they have received at least two Covid vaccinations by 5 
February. It would be greatly appreciated if members (and visitors) could do this as soon as possible, so that 
Directors don’t get too frazzled once we hit that date. 

Toilet upgrades 

Most members will also be aware that work will begin very soon on the toilet upgrades. This will cause some 
disruption and players will need to enter and exit the club from the back door during the period that the renovations 
are in progress. Work is expected to start close to 14 February and finish sometime mid-May. It will involve extensive 
work on the club, and while we have contributed a large sum to the works, the bulk of the cost ($196,443) has come 
from a promise made by our local Member of Parliament, Geoff Baker, and the South Perth City Council. 

The Council has made this contribution in recognition that it is likely to be at least 10 years before we will need to 
move into new premises, which is good news for those that find our current location to be ideally situated! (Living 
precisely 1.4km away from the current location is a definite plus…) 

While the plans for the upgrade are on the noticeboard, please be aware that what is shown to be the carpark plan is 
not, in fact, correct. During the renovations, three carpark spaces will be taken up by the builders. However, once all 
work is completed, the club will retain all the carpark spaces as they are currently arranged. 

As entry and egress will be through the back door, the Management Committee is putting into place additional 
safety measures, in particular for evening sessions and for those that are accustomed to staying behind for a drink 
(or two) and locking up behind them. 

Online Bridge 

From a playing perspective and in good news to counter the %$#@* requirement to wear masks, club membership 
continues to increase. In addition, SPBC has now started to offer evening sessions of online bridge through the 
RealBridge platform (details on how to join a session are available on our website). The first online session attracted 
seven tables, with Rez Karim and Florence Maltby taking the North-South honours and Jessica Chew and her partner 
winning East-West. 

At present sessions are being held on Thursday evenings, however the Tournament Committee is considering other 
possibilities, including Monday evening. Most of the club directors have, or are being, trained in directing on this 
platform and it will provide members with a chance to continue to play with and against each other should the club 
have to close down again due to Covid restrictions. However, the Management Committee’s primary objective is to 
ensure that members can continue to play face-to-face, so no current sessions will be moved online (other than in 
response to a Covid-based lockdown, and to only last for as long as the lockdown remains in place). 

Learning the rules 

While on the subject of directors, BAWA offers four-week director courses from time to time at a fairly nominal cost. 
Many people that take the course do so just to improve their knowledge of the complex rules we all have to abide 
by. However, SPBC’s management committee has agreed that costs for attending the course will be reimbursed by 
the club should the participant subsequently become a director at South Perth.  

One of the club directors, Fran Muller, has now retired following approximately one zillion years of service to our 
club in a range of capacities. We all thank you very much, Fran, and we look forward to continuing to cross the 
proverbial swords with you over the green baize. 
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Latest Promotions 

Grandmaster:   Gwyneira Brahma 
Bronze State Master:  Margaret Barr 
Regional Master:  Tony McKinnon 
Silver Local Master:  David Baccarini and Ian Olsen 
Local Master:   Nada Clastres 
Graduate Master:  Angela Howlett 
 

Improving your bridge 

There are two upcoming events that all newish members should stick into their calendars. First, on 5 February the 
club’s novice pairs championship is being held, entries into the red book. This is for all players with fewer than 50 
masterpoints as of 1 January this year. 

Then on Sunday 27 February, SPBC is holding a Masters in Teams of 3 event. You just need to form a team of three 
and then find a Master that you’d like to play with. Almost all experienced members of the club would welcome an 
approach to play in this event, even though it is well known to be a very stressful day – for the Masters! Hint, buy 
them a drink at the end of the day – they will welcome its calming effects….. 

All joking aside, this is a must play event, because it will greatly improve your bridge, and being a teams event you 
will always be playing against teams that are doing just as well (or as badly….) as you. And if you are unsure of team 
tactics, Marnie Leybourne will run a team tactics seminar at 12.30pm on Saturday, 26 February. This will be a repeat 
of a seminar given last year. 

Beginners’ lessons 

Hopefully no-one reading this needs these lessons! However, what about your friends and family? We shouldn’t be 
keeping our game a secret, so perhaps work on your loved ones to dive in and find out why you call out “7NT 
doubled minus 13” in your sleep (when you manage to get to sleep, that is…). 

The first set of beginner classes for 2022 start on Monday 7 (day) and Wednesday 9 (evening), please contact Fiske 
Warren (fiskebridge@bigpond.com) to register. 

Signalling partner 

Defence is 50 per cent of your bridge game, so it is important to get you and your partner onto the same 
wavelength. The best way to do this is to tell partner – legally – what suit(s) you want them to lead. There are lots of 
ways to do this, all with advantages and disadvantages. The only requirement is that you and your partner have 
agreed on which one to use! Possibilities include: 

- High encourage. Play a high card in a suit you want partner to play, and a low one to discourage 
- Low encourage. The opposite. A low card says “yes please”, while a high card says “don’t you dare” 
- Odds and evens. Normally, an odd card is encouraging, while an even card says “no”. A few players have 

reversed this so that an even card is encouraging, so it always pays to ask the opponents if they play this way 
- McKenney. Usually a high card in a suit says “please lead a card in the highest suit (other than trumps)”, 

while a low card asks for the lowest suit (other than trumps). It specifically excludes the suit that the card 
being played shows. 

 

 
Remember, everyone comes to the club to enjoy companionship and bridge. We must all do our 

part to make the club a great place to be, and that includes kitchen duties just one month a year… 
Thank you! 
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